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Upcoming Events & Opportunities
November 6: Virtual Fence Presentations & Site Visit
University of Idaho Extension and partners will be hosting presentations from industry, academia, and cattle producer, Sean Cunningham at the Ste. Chapelle Winery at 8:30 a.m. MST in Caldwell, ID on November 6th. Following the presentations and lunch, participants will have the opportunity to visit Sean’s ranch and see virtual fence application in real time. 
Learn more and register. 
November 30: David Little Endowment Funding Proposals Due
The Center is now accepting proposals from UI faculty and Extension educators for the David Little Livestock Range Management Endowment. The committee will begin reviewing proposals on the first Monday of December, and funds will be distributed to awarded projects in early January.
Read the call for proposals.
January 6-8: Range Livestock Symposium 
Mark your calendars for the 2026 Range Livestock Symposium. The event will be held January 6th in Homedale, January 7th in Twin Falls, and January 8th in Grace.
Learn more and register.
January 26-27: Idaho SRM Meeting
The Idaho Section of the Society for Range Management will host a winter meeting in Boise on January 26th and 27th. Keep an eye out for a call for range-related abstract submissions in the lead-up to the event. 
Visit the Idaho SRM website for more information. 
MS & PhD Graduate Research Assistantships: Virtual Fence – Range Cattle
Dr. Melinda Ellison is seeking candidates for both master's and PhD graduate research assistantship positions, carrying out research investigating the effectiveness of virtual fence in large, rugged rangeland pastures to contain cattle within or outside of virtual fence boundaries in sensitive riparian and upland areas, post wildfire-burn areas, and invasive grasses and weeds.
More information about the MS & PhD applications. 
Rangeland Center Research Highlights & Updates
2025 Fall Forum Event Recap
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Earlier this month, we hosted our annual Fall Forum event, in partnership with the University of Idaho McClure Center for Public Policy Research. Taking place October 2nd and 3rd at the Nancy M. Cummings Research, Extension, and Education Center in Salmon, this year’s theme explored what’s on the horizon for Idaho’s rangelands. Over the course of two days, we brought together more than 60 participants from across the state to discuss new technology and planning for the future. On Thursday we heard from many great speakers & panelists, exploring topics such as carrying the ranching legacy to the next generation, using drones on the range, virtual fence technology, and the future with digital tools. On Friday, we saw some of these new technologies in action through a variety of field demonstrations.
Events like Fall Forum are crucial to the Rangeland Centers mission of fostering collaboration, sharing knowledge, and developing solutions for Idaho’s rangelands. Thanks to all the presenters and attendees who made this year’s event a success!
If you attended the event, we’d like to hear from you. Please take a moment to fill out the post-event survey for Thursday and Friday. 
Dr. Launchbaugh earns Public Lands Council Award
At the Public Lands Council’s 57th Annual Meeting, Dr. Karen Launchbaugh was recognized for making significant contributions to the federal lands ranching community, receiving the 2025 Friend of PLC Award. 
In a press release, PLC Vice President Ron Cerri said, “the Friend of PLC award is for the rare individuals, that while they may not be ranchers, they advance the ranching industry to that next level. Dr. Karen Launchbaugh is not only a great friend to grazing permittees, but she is also a friend and mentor to students looking to work in the field of rangeland and ecological research. Livestock producers owe so much to Dr. Launchbaugh for her work advocating for and advancing this industry – whenever a rancher says science-based, chances are it is because of her work that we get to definitively say that. Future generations of ranchers will learn from her extensive work on rangeland and grazing research, becoming better ranchers because of it and that is a true friend to the ranching industry.”
Read the full press release here. 
Center Members highlighted in recent media coverage
A new video and news story from Life on the Range dives into Dr. Jim Sprinkle’s work identifying the gene marker for hill-climbing cattle. For this project, Dr. Sprinkle and his fellow researchers documented the movements of “efficient” and “inefficient” cows over the course of several grazing seasons at Rinker Rock Creek Ranch. 
Read more about the project.
The project also received coverage in Idaho Ag Today, with comments from State Rangeland Extension Educator Scott Jensen. 
Listen to the clip here. 
Center Members Recently Published
Dalke, A., Karl, J.W., Kenyon, J., Pfander, J., Merrigan, S., Di Stefano, S., King, M., Winford, E., & Launchbaugh, K. (2025). RangeDocs: searchable science for rangeland management. Rangelands. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rala.2025.07.002
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